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Evaluation is necessary to assess the successful areas 

and see where the weaker elements can be made more 

substantive.

In order to enable students to facilitate their own 

learning and lead to the successful completion of the learning and lead to the successful completion of the 

course. 

We have used the student’s evaluations and our 

experiences as a means of appraising the effectiveness of 

each area
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Facilitator Learner
Communication is a process

giving and receiving
and feedback



Facilitator Learner
Communication is one way

�



State - ‘as educators and higher educational 

establishments are we prepared and ready to re-think 

our pedagogies and re-do our practices?

They propose that contemporary pedagogy would 

need to encompass ‘ways of knowing’as well as ‘ways 

of doing’



� States that elements to this pedagogy must include  an 

understanding that : ‘technology, without the pedagogy 

can be a fetishised and empty learning, and teaching 

experience – stylized, but without substance,  simply an experience – stylized, but without substance,  simply an 

electronic information push’ .

� He consider that the UK has lost it way by 

emphasising the technology per se which has held 

back pedagogical  debate.



Observed that we are witnessing ‘a new model of 

education, rather than a new model of learning’ as

‘our understanding deepens…we see how learning ‘our understanding deepens…we see how learning 

can be socially situated in a way never previously 

possible’ . 



Suggests that ‘a synergy knowing and doing, 

pedagogy and technology arrived at through ongoing 

conversations with our learners and peers, is a conversations with our learners and peers, is a 

starting point for tackling the bridge building policy, 

strategy, research, and practice’



� Would appear to be in line with this master’s course 

as these students should be self-motivated and 

independent learners. 

� However a blend of four main pedagogical 

perspectives would we feel, underpin the present 

programme more accurately.



� Cognitive perspective - which focuses on the 

cognitive processes involved in learning as well as how 

the brain works  it considers the student being actively 

involved in their learning process. 

� They are not passive receivers. 

� In fact, they can control their own learning 

(Shunk, 2000).



� Emotional perspective - This focuses on the emotional 

aspects of learning, like motivation, and engagement.

� The emotional perspective involves enabling students � The emotional perspective involves enabling students 

to be self-aware, socially cognisant, able to make 

responsible decisions, and competent in self-

management and relationship-management skills to 

foster their academic success (Teachers College, 2004).



� Behavioural perspective- This focuses on the skills 

and behavioural outcomes of the learning.  

� The process of learning can then be defined as the � The process of learning can then be defined as the 

relatively permanent change in behaviour resulting 

from experience or practice

(Cunia, 2005, Hummel, 2006).



� Social perspective- This focuses on the social aspects, 

which can stimulate learning.

� Interaction with other people, collaborative discovery 

and the importance of peer support as well as pressure

� This perspective considers the debate of nature and 

nurture (Rogers, 2003). 



“ In the opening weeks of distance courses, there is an 

anonymity and lack of identity which comes with the 

loss of various channels of communication”



There are three recognised steps to take:

� Determine how we will prepare the material so that the � Determine how we will prepare the material so that the 
e-learner can make sense of it (encoding). 

� Determine what obstacles exist that might prevent 
proper understanding (decoding)

� Determine the best ways to engage the learner 
(transmission)





Facilitator Learner

Encoding Facilitated
Transmission 

Assessment and the 
need for feedback 
embedded in the 

course work
Decoding

Open Loop







� My name is-. I am on the distance learning masters. I am currently working as a staff nurse in 
Essex and hope that gaining this masters will enable me to eventually become a 
nursing lecturer. I am very excited about studying again as it has been three years since I did 
my degree, but I am also really nervous.

�

� Good luck to everyone - Hello everyone, 

�

� My name is-, I am Dutch, 31 years old, and I am also participating in the Distance-Learning 
course. It is a real pleasure to be a member of the group, as I have read all your fascinating course. It is a real pleasure to be a member of the group, as I have read all your fascinating 
backgrounds. Special welcome to the people from Africa!

�

� My background is in Public Administration, but I have worked for several years in the area of 
Sexual and Reproductive Health, both for the United Nations Population Fund (in Africa and 
the Caribbean) and an NGO in the Netherlands. I now feel the time has come to gain more 
substantial background in Public Health.

�

� My personality is a bit like Lara's and I am also a bit nervous, but I very much look forward 
to working with all of you to fulfill our dreams.  - Warm regards,















� Introduction to the programme the videos

� The Introduction of themselves and reading others

The one-line material and the activities� The one-line material and the activities

� Email responses

� Skype tutorials



� Discussion boards and wiki’s – reason they felt the 
team did not respond quickly enough. They felt we 
should have tried more effectively to insist the taught 
students engaged with them.

� The like the format of a Portfolio by thought Pebble 
Pad was patronising.

� Requested more and different activities



� To concentrate more time in the first month

� To try to enable a taught group member to adopt a 
distance learning student once they have introduced 
themselves.themselves.

� So try enable student comment on the wiki’s not wait 
for team comment, they did read each others but just 
did not add to it.



� The distance learning students have high grades than 
the taught students when taken as an average.

� Distance learning as a mode has been used as a fall 
back when attendance could not be maintained.back when attendance could not be maintained.

� Application numbers appear a little higher for 2009-10

� Next review – Research Skills



What suggestions can you offer me 
to improve?to improve?


